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CONFIDENTIA LBERLIN 5287 

STATE EUR/CE PLEASE PASS TO AMBASSADOR COOPER 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 

TAGS: PFOR, BEXP, EEWT, SCHUL, GE, US 
SUBJECT: US EXHIBIT AT SPRING 1976 LEIPZIG FAIR 

REF: STATE 040379-C, BERLIN 5267-C, BERLIN 5270-C, 75-A-80. 

BEGIN SUMMARY: GDR CONTACT REPORTS RECENT DECISION AT MEETING OF 
SOCIALIST COUNTRY IDEOLOGICAL LEADERS THAT US BICENTENNIAL IS NOT TO 
BE 

OBSERVED IN ANY WAY IN THE SOCIALIST COUNTRIES. HIS REPORT REPRESENTS 
A NEW DEVELOPMENT IN THE SITUATION REPORTED IN THE REFTELS. END SUMMA 
RY: 


1 . PROFESSOR WALLACE MORGAN, OF THE HUMBOLDT UNIVERSITY 
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HISTORY FACULTY, WHO LAST FALL GAVE P AND C OFFICER A COPY OF A 
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DRAFT POLICY PAPER ON THE US BICENTENNIAL AND PROMISED TO INORM 
HIM IF THERE WAS "FEEDBACK'FROM THE SOCIALIST UNITY PARTY (SED) 
LEADERSHIP ON THE DRAFT, CALLED LAST TUESDAY (FEBRUARY 17) TO INVITE 
THE EMBASSY OFFICER TO LUNCH. IT WAS AGREED TO MEET ON FRIDAY 
(FEBRUARY 20) AT ERMELER HAUS. 

2. EARLY IN THE CONVERSATION, PROFESSOR MORGAN SAID THAT THE REASON HE 

HAD INVITED THE P AND C OFFICER TO LUNCH WAS TO INFORM HIM THAT A 
DECISION HAD COME DOWN FROM THE PARTY LEADERSHIP THAT NOTHING WOULD 
BE DONE IN OBSERVATION OF THE BICENTENNIAL. MOREOVER, HE STATED, THE 
DECISION WAS BROUGHT BACK FROM A RECENT MEETING OF SOCIALIST IDEOLOGI 
CAL 

LEADERS BY SED POLITBURO IDEAOLOGIST, KURT HAGER (POSSIBLY WARSAW 
MEETING OF IDEOLOGICAL SECRETARIES IN JANUARY). THUS, THE DECISION WAS 

NOT A UNILATERAL GDR DECISION, BUT RATHER ONE TAKEN BY THE SOCIALIST 
COUNTRIES. MORGAN EXPRESSED GREAT CHAGRIN AT THE DECISION, STATING 
THAT HE BELIEVED IT WAS A WRONG ONE, AND ALSO BECAUSE HE HAD SPENT SO 
MUCH TIME PERSONALLY ON PARTICIPATING IN DRAFTING OF THE BICENTENNIAL 
POLICY PAPER AND IN PLANNING BICENTENNIAL ACTIVITIES ON THE PART OF THE 

HISTORY FACULTY. HE SAID THAT HE WANTED TO INFORM THE P AND C OFFICER 
BECAUSE HE HAD PROMISED TO DO SO IF THERE WAS A RESPONSE TO THE POLICY 

PAPER AND BECAUSE HE WAS AWARE OF THE POSSIBILITY OF OTHER 
BICENTENNIAL PROJECTS INCLUDING A COOPERATIVE HISTORICAL RESEARCH 
PROJECT ON THE JEFFERSON-VON HUMBOLDT CORRESPONDENCE, A U.S. 

FILM WEEK IN THE GDR AND THE BICENTENNIAL EXHIBIT AT THE LEIPZIG 
FAIR. 

3. THE P AND C OFFICER THEN TOLD PROFESSOR MORGAN ABOUT THE RECENT 
GDR MINISTRY OF FOREIGN TRADE OBJECTION TO THE BICENTENNIAL THEME OF 
THE PLANNED EXHIBIT IN THE NATIONAL PAVILION AT THE UPCOMING LEIPZIG 
SPRING FAIR. MORGAN'S RESPONSE WAS THAT THIS WAS SURELY ANOTHER 
RESULT OF THE GENERAL SOCIALIST COUNTRY BAN ON BICENTENNIAL 
ACTIVITIES RESULTING FROM THE RECENT IDEOLOGICAL MEETING. THE P AND 

C OFFICER TRIED TO ESTABLISH THE EXACT DATE AND PLACE OF THE ALLEGED 
MEETING, AS WELL AS WHETHER POLAD AND ROMANIA WERE INVOLVED. 

THE IMPRESSION GAINED WAS THAT THE MEETING WAS RECENT AND THAT AT 
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LEAST POLAD, FOR WHICH IT WAS KNOWN THAT BICENTENNIAL ACTIVITIES ARE 
PLANNED, WAS INVOLVED. 

4. IN RESPONSE TO MORGAN’S INQUIRY AS TO WHETHER THIS WOULD MEAN 
THAT THE U.S. WOULD CONTINUE TO EXHIBIT IN LEIPZIG.THE P AND C 
OFFICER STATED THAT IT WAS HIS OPINION THAT THE U.S. COULD NOT 
AND WOULD NOT ALTER THE CONTENT OF ITS NATIONAL PAVILION EXHIBIT. 
ESPECIALLY SINCE THE GDR AUTHORITIES HAD KNOWN FROM THE BEGINNING 
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THAT IT WOULD INVOLVE THE BICENTENNIAL THEME AND HAD BEEN KEPT 
INFORMED ABOUT ITS CONTENT AS THE EXHIBIT WAS CONSTRUCTED. 

(P AND C OFFICER HAD NOT SEEN GUIDANCE REFTEL AT THIS POINT.) 

MORGAN COMMENTED THAT THIS WAS ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF A SITUATION 
IN WHICH A GENERAL SOCIALIST COUNTRY DECISION COULD AFFECT THE 
GDR MORE ADVERSELY THAN OTHER SOCIST COUNTRIES WHICH HAD 
ALREADY ESTABLISHED TRADE PATTERNS WITH THE U.S. 

5. COMMENT: PROFESSOR MORGAN CALLED TO ARRANGE THE LUNCH 
APPOINTMENT THE SAME DAY THAT THE EMBASSY ECON/COMMERCIAL 
OFFICER WAS CALLED INTO THE FOREIGN TRADE SECRETARIAT TO BE TOLD 
DIRECTOR GENERAL KIRSTEN S OBJECTIONS TO THE BICENTENNIAL EXHIBIT. 

THE SIMULTANEOUS TIMING COULD WELL BE DUE TO THE RECENT DECISION 
BROUGHT BACK BY HAGER AND REPORTED BY PROFESSOR MORGAN. IT IS 
ALSO POSSIBLE THAT MORGAN IS BEING USED BY GDR AUTHORITIES TO ASSESS 
US REACTION TO THE BAN ON THE BICENTENNIAL THEME. HOWEVER, HIS CALL 
COULD SEEM TO HAVE COME EARLY FOR THAT. AT ANY 

RATE. MORGAN TOOK AWAY FROM THE MEETING A STRONG IMPRESSION THAT 
THE US DID NOT INTEND TO ALTER THE BICENTENNIAL THEME OF ITS PLANNED 
EXHIBIT. HOWEVER, IF MORGAN'S REPORT IS TRUE, THE LIKELIHOOD 
THAT THE GDR WILL STICK BY ITS POSITION REPORTED REFTELS IS GREATER. 

6. ACTION REQUESTED: ADDRESSEES ARE REQUESTED TO ADVISE IF 
BICENTENNIAL EVENTS IN OTHER SOCIALIST COUNTRIES HAVE BEEN CANCELLED 
RECENTLY OF IF THEY ARE STILL FIRMLY SCHF.DT IT .ED.GR OVF. 
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